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Pinkerton detective Maggie Cartwright is tasked with going undercover as a mail order bride. Her

â€œfiancÃ©â€• is widower Garrett Thomas, aka the suspected Whistle-Stop Bandit. No sooner does

Maggie arrive in Arizona Territory when sheâ€™s confronted with an early wedding dateâ€”the clock

is ticking on her detective work or she may end up a criminalâ€™s wife! As the day of the wedding

draws near, Maggie begins to panic. The problem is that the more she gets to know Garrett and his

two adorable children, the harder it is to keep up the deception. Can a man as kind and gentle as

Garrett really be the Whistle-Stop Bandit?
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Undercover Bride is the second book in Margaret Brownleyâ€™s, Undercover Ladies series, though

they each stand alone quite well. Iâ€™ve read a few of Margaretâ€™s books, though I have to be

honest and say that while Iâ€™ve enjoyed all of them, she isnâ€™t on my must-read list. Her books

are generally cute, engaging, and make me laugh. I can say the same of this one.The historical

details are well done and I had fun peeking into the life of a Pinkerton operative. Unfortunately, it

took me almost half of the book to become really interested in the story. The pacing was so slow,



that I kept checking to see how much I had left, hoping it would pick up soon. It did about half-way

through and I didnâ€™t want to put it down as I was quickly coming to the climax. I confess, I

wondered for a while if this was a novella and I had become confused. Her writing style reminded

me of one I had read. Days are passed over with little comment and the writing is very surface, if

that makes sense. Just when it seemed something important was about to happen in Maggie and

Garrettâ€™s relationship, the scene would end. This frustrated me more than anything. I wanted to

â€œseeâ€• something happen between them, rather than just having them think about it. Iâ€™m

more of a show, than tell kind reader.Characters are definitely her strong suit. I adore the quirky

secondary characters she creates, as well as the main characters that are so realistic. This book is

no different. I loved Maggie and was cheering for her the entire story. She is kind and sweet with the

children, while also being strong and stubborn. Garrett was also a compelling character, though the

story doesnâ€™t come from his point of view that often. Which I actually found rather frustrating.
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